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THE STUDY

This 2020/2021 study aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the 
High Tech Systems & Materials (HTSM) sector in Brabant, including 
international trends and developments and its priority niches and 
development areas. The report is laced with profi les of inspiring 
regional and national players in the High Tech world. 

This study was executed by Ben Engel, Engel – Een Heldere Blik, 
Henry de Vaan, Fanion Onderzoek & Advies and Frits Hoeve, 
Senior Project Manager High Tech Systems at the Brabant 
Development Agency. This study is commissioned by the Brabant 
Development Agency (BOM). 
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RESEARCH

38 sector-specialists contributed to the result  
of this study. In addition, the study is based on desk 
research, extensive data-analysis and intensive 
cooperation between the authors and representatives 
of BOM and its key partner organizations in Brabant.



THE DUTCH TOP SECTOR HIGH TECH SYSTEMS & MATERIALS IS:

• The sector with by far the greatest added value (approx. 1/3 of the total of all 9 top sectors);

• The sector that invests the most in R&D: about 60% of the total R&D expenditure by the top sectors;

• The largest employer with more than 600,000 employees in the Netherlands, of which almost 130,000 in Brabant;

• The Netherlands is in the top 10 of OECD high tech systems manufactures.
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The Netherlands



• Brabant is home to 15,560 HTSM companies, employing a total of 129,110 people. This means that the province has 
 16.2% of all companies and 21.5% of all jobs in the HTSM sector in the Netherlands. In other words, the High Tech 
 Manufacturing & Systems sector has a strong presence in Brabant. Brabant has a long and world class track record in 
 high complexity machine building and complex systems;

•  Production value of HTSM in the Netherlands was more than 185 billion euros in 2019. More than 40% of this originates 
from Brabant: about 81 billion euros. Of this, 28.3 billion euros was exported;

•  50% of all European patent applications from the Netherlands are generated in Brabant and 19% of all R&D researchers 
work in Brabant, most in Brainport Eindhoven.
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BRAINPORT REGION

In 2019, company R&D expenditure
in Brainport Eindhoven rose to the 
highest level ever, at 2.4 billion euros. 
As such, the region continues to lead 
the way in the Netherlands in the 
fi eld of industrial innovation. 
The region’s industrial players are 
responsible for more than one-fi fth 
(20%) of all Dutch corporate R&D, 
and in 2019 it grew for the seventh 
consecutive year. 

BRABANT HAS THE MOST R&D ACTIVITY OF 
ALL PROVINCES IN THE NETHERLANDS.

Private R&D expenditure (percentage of GDP) in 2017
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The complete HTSM value chain is present 
and well-developed in Brabant
The integrated value chain HTSM brabant - including a selection of companies


